
Large Trees 
Over 30 feet tall

KEY:
Provides food for butterflies
Provides food & nesting for hummingbirds
Provides food, cover, or nesting for birds

Anacua
Ehretia anacua

• Evergreen tree   
50 ft x 45 ft

• Sun/part sun
• Low water
• Spring bloom, fall 

fruit
• Fast growing
• Sandy & clay loams 

in S TX

Cedar Elm
Ulmus crassifolia

• Deciduous tree 60 ft x 30 ft
• Sun/Low water
• Fall blooms
• Along streams in C & S TX

Winged 
Stems

Bald Cypress
Taxodium distichum

• Conifer 50 ft x 30 ft
• Bald Cypress is deciduous 
• Montezuma cypress is semi-

evergreen (T. mucronatum) 
• Sun
• High water 1st year to establish, 

then low water
• Native to E half of TX 
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American Elm
Ulmus 

americana
• Deciduous tree 55 ft x 45 ft
• Full sun/part sun
• Low water
• Fast-growing
• E half of TX

Mesquite
Prosopis glandulosa

• Spiny deciduous tree    
35 ft x 35 ft

• Sun
• Very low water
• Spring bloom
• Very salt tolerant
• Native to TX 



Bur Oak
Quercus macrocarpa

• Deciduous large tree 60 ft x 50 ft
• Sun/Low water
• Salt tolerant
• Fast growing
• Forests along rivers in E & C TX

Chinkapin Oak
Quercus muhlenbergii

• Deciduous tree 50 ft x 
40 ft

• Sun/part shade
• Low water
• Fast growing 
• Salt tolerant
• Texas Superstar
• Native in TX

Live Oak
Quercus virginiana

• Spreading evergreen 
tree 50 ft x 80 ft

• Sun
• Low water
• Salt tolerant
• Various soils on coast, 

E & S TX
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Sugarberry Hackberry
Celtis laevigata

• Deciduous tree      
50 ft x 40 ft

• Sun/part sun
• Low water
• Salt tolerant
• Along streams in 

woodlands in E two-
thirds of TX

Texas Ebony
Ebenopsis ebano

• Evergreen spiny 
tree 30 ft x 30 ft

• Sun/part sun
• Low water
• Salt tolerant
• Sandy to clay 

loams in S TX

Lacey Oak
Quercus laceyi

• Deciduous tree 30 ft x 30 ft
• Sun/part shade
• Low water
• Native in TX
• Texas Superstar



Small Trees 
Up to 30 feet tall

KEY:

Provides food for butterflies

Provides food & nesting for hummingbirds

Provides food, cover, or nesting for birds

Bottlebrush
Callistemon rigidus

• Evergreen tree        
20 ft x 10 ft

• Sun 
• Low to high water
• Blooms spring-summer
• Salt tolerant
• Hardy to low 20º
• Native to Australia

Crape Myrtle
Lagerstroemia indica

• Deciduous tree
• Sun/partial shade
• Medium water
• Blooms summer-fall
• Best varieties:

Natchez White       
30 ft x 10 ft 
resistant to aphids, 
mildew
Basham Party Pink   
20 ft x 10 ft   
slightly resistant to 
aphids, mildew

• Native to Asia

Desert Willow
Chilopsis linearis

• Deciduous tree       
30 ft x 30 ft

• Full sun
• Very low water
• Blooms spring-

fall
• Deer resistant
• Native to C & 

W TX

Farkleberry 
Vaccinium arboreum

• Evergreen or deciduous 
tree 10 ft x 10 ft

• Part sun/shade
• Very low water
• Spring blooms
• Fall fruit
• Understory plant
• Native on deep coastal 

sands in SE TX

Mexican Poinciana
Caesalpinia mexicana

• Evergreen tree 25 ft x 15 ft
• Sun/part sun
• Low to medium water
• Blooms spring-fall 
• Hardy to 20º
• Seeds are toxic
• S TX native
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Texas Redbud
Cercis canadensis 

var. texensis

• Deciduous tree         
20 ft x 15 ft

• Full sun/part sun
• Low water
• Mexican Redbud var. 

mexicana - lower water
• Blooms spring
• Native in W, C & N TX

Red Bay
Persea borbonia

• Evergreen tree 30 ft x 30 ft
• Sun/shade
• Low water
• Fall fruit
• Understory plant
• Salt tolerant
• In woods, swamps,           

along streams                       
in SE TX

Texas Kidneywood
Eysenhardtia texana

• Deciduous tree                
10 ft x 8 ft

• Sun/part sun
• Very low water
• Blooms spring-

fall
• Various soils on 

coast, C & S TX 

Texas 
Mountain 
Laurel

Sophora 
secundiflora

• Evergreen slow-
growing tree 
20 ft x 12 ft

• Sun/part sun
• Low water
• Spring blooms 
• Salt tolerant

•Deer resistant
•Limestone soils 
on coast, C & SW 
TX

Wild Olive
Cordia boissieri

• Evergreen tree     
20 ft x 15 ft

• Sun
• Low water
• Blooms spring-fall
• Salt tolerant
• Hardy to 20º
• Various soils in S TX

Yaupon Holly
Ilex vomitoria

• Evergreen tree     
20 ft x 15 ft

• Full sun/part 
sun/shade

• Low to high water
• Spring bloom
• Fall fruit
• Understory 
• Salt tolerant
• Native to Texas
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